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Majority of U.S. blood centers now part of  
nation’s first emergency blood reserve 

Blood Emergency Readiness Corps grows to 30 blood centers serving 37 states 

March 1, 2022 – Formed just six months ago, the Blood Emergency Readiness Corps (BERC) 
has continued its rapid growth to now include 30 community blood centers which operate in 37 
states across the U.S., resulting in a majority of the nation’s blood operators now being part of 
the program. 

BERC, which launched in early September 2021 with just seven founding members, is a group 
of blood centers who have joined together to be prepared for mass transfusion disasters that 
might strike. The blood centers commit to collecting extra units on a rotating “on call” schedule 
to ensure a reserve of blood is available for emergency needs. This is the first time that blood 
centers have used a proactive approach for disaster response.  

“Growing to 30 blood centers is a significant milestone,” said Nelson Hellwig, CEO of the 
Alliance for Community Transfusion Services (ACTS) and Administrator of the BERC program. 
“We never know when these events will occur, and with what frequency, but we do know that 
the blood on the shelves at a center is what would be used in an emergency. With partner blood 
centers now blanketing the U.S., BERC is well positioned to be the team of first responders for 
blood products in critical times of need.” 

To date, the program has activated to support a mass shooting at a grocery store near 
Memphis, TN, a mass shooting at a school near Detroit, MI, and a mass casualty event brought 
about by a series of tornadoes throughout the Midwest. The quick response by BERC 
highlighted the need and effectiveness of an emergency reserve system. 

The latest blood center to join the program is Seattle-based Bloodworks Northwest. “Bloodworks 
Northwest stands ready to assist other blood centers if called upon to provide emergency 
shipments to help communities in need near and far,” said Curt Bailey, President and CEO of 
Bloodworks Northwest. “This underscores the importance of having a strong inventory of blood 
available at all times in order to respond immediately when natural or man-made disasters 
happen in our local community and beyond.”  

To learn more about BERC and see the full list of participating blood centers, visit 
bloodemergencyreadinesscorps.org.  

### 

The Blood Emergency Readiness Corps was founded in 2021 to meet the immediate transfusion needs 
when faced with a large-scale emergency situation that requires blood transfusions. To learn more and 
see a list of participating blood centers, visit bloodemergencyreadinesscorps.org.  
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Participating Blood Centers 
 

 Blood Assurance (Chattanooga, TN) 
 Bloodworks Northwest (Seattle, WA) 
 Blood Bank of Hawaii (Honolulu, HI) 
 Carter BloodCare (Dallas/Ft. Worth, TX) 
 Cascade Regional Blood Services (Tacoma, WA) 
 Central Pennsylvania Blood Bank (Hershey, PA) 
 Coastal Bend Blood Center (Corpus Christi, TX) 
 Community Blood Center (Dayton, OH) 
 Community Blood Center of the Ozarks (Springfield, MO) 
 Houchin Community Blood Bank (Bakersfield, CA) 
 ImpactLife (Davenport, IA) 
 Inova Blood Donor Services (Sterling, VA) 
 LIFELINE Blood Services (Jackson, TN) 
 LifeServe Blood Center (Des Moines, IA) 
 LifeSouth Community Blood Centers (Gainesville, FL) 
 MEDIC Regional Blood Center (Knoxville, TN) 
 Miller‐Keystone Blood Center (Bethlehem, PA) 
 Mississippi Blood Services (Jackson, MS) 
 Northern California Community Blood Bank (Eureka, CA) 
 Oklahoma Blood Institute (Oklahoma City, OK) 
 Rock River Valley Regional Blood Center (Rockville, IL) 
 South Texas Blood & Tissue Center (San Antonio, TX) 
 Stanford Blood Center (Palo Alto, CA) 
 SunCoast Blood Centers (Sarasota, FL) 
 The Blood Center (New Orleans, LA) 
 The Blood Connection (Greenville, SC) 
 The Community Blood Center (Appleton, WI) 
 Vitalant (Scottsdale, AZ) 
 We Are Blood (Austin, TX) 
 Western Kentucky Regional Blood Center (Owensboro, KY) 
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