Blood Emergency Readiness Corps
Marks One-year Anniversary

Community blood centers across the U.S. align to provide mutual support in times of crisis

(Sept. 12, 2022) Blood centers across the U.S. are celebrating the one-year anniversary of the nation’s
first emergency blood reserve. The Blood Emergency Readiness Corps (BERC) was founded in 2021 as a
partnership by a group of blood centers who joined together to keep the blood supply stocked during
emergencies when blood needs are high, such as during a mass-casualty event or natural disaster.

Prior to the founding of BERC, many local centers faced widespread blood shortages during COVID. By
creating BERC, these blood centers helped ensure blood will always be ready and available if needed
nationwide, without delays and uncertainty.

Originally made up of seven partner blood centers, in the last year BERC has grown to 33 blood centers
in 41 states that have committed to reserving additional units of blood on a rotating, “on call” schedule.
During a blood center’s on-call weeks, the additional blood units are held in reserve, ready to be shipped
in response if a critical-need scenario should arise within the BERC network.

“Our members are committed to helping save lives within their own communities, but we know
emergencies can arise at any time and outstrip the local blood supply,” said Nelson Hellwig, CEO of the
Alliance for Community Transfusion Services and Administrator of the BERC Program. “BERC provides an
emergency reserve of blood units, available to be shipped at a moment’s notice. This allows our
members to respond to the needs of their communities and provides essential support whenever a crisis
might occur.”



BERC activations are an essential element of crisis response

Over the last 12 months, BERC activations have been called in response to shootings with multiple
victims in Memphis, Tennessee (Sept. 27, 2021); Oxford, Michigan (Dec. 1, 2021); and Uvalde, Texas
(May 26, 2022), and in response to widespread damage from tornadoes in Kentucky (Dec. 11, 2021). In
each instance, blood units shipped by BERC members around the country helped supplement the local
blood supply in the affected region. To learn more about BERC activations see
www.bloodemergencyreadinesscorps.org/activations.

For additional information on the Blood Emergency Readiness Corps and its members, see
www.bloodemergencyreadinesscorps.org.
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Participating Blood Centers

Blood Assurance (Chattanooga, TN)

Bloodworks Northwest (Seattle, WA)

Blood Bank of Hawaii (Honolulu, HI)

Carter BloodCare (Dallas/Ft. Worth, TX)

Cascade Regional Blood Services (Tacoma, WA)

Central Pennsylvania Blood Bank (Hershey, PA)

Coastal Bend Blood Center (Corpus Christi, TX)

Community Blood Center (Dayton, OH)

Community Blood Center of the Ozarks (Springfield, MO)

Connectlife (Buffalo, NY)

Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center (Houston, TX)

Houchin Community Blood Bank (Bakersfield, CA)

ImpactLife (Davenport, IA)

Inova Blood Donor Services (Sterling, VA)

LIFELINE Blood Services (Jackson, TN)

LifeServe Blood Center (Des Moines, |A)

LifeSouth Community Blood Centers (Gainesville, FL)

MEDIC Regional Blood Center (Knoxville, TN)

Miller-Keystone Blood Center (Bethlehem, PA)

Mississippi Blood Services (Jackson, MS)

Northern California Community Blood Bank (Eureka, CA)

Oklahoma Blood Institute (Oklahoma City, OK)

Rock River Valley Regional Blood Center (Rockford, IL)

South Texas Blood & Tissue Center (San Antonio, TX)

Stanford Blood Center (Palo Alto, CA)

SunCoast Blood Centers (Sarasota, FL)

The Blood Center (New Orleans, LA)

The Blood Connection (Greenville, SC)

The Community Blood Center (Appleton, WI)

Vitalant (Scottsdale, AZ)

Versiti (Milwaukee, WI)

We Are Blood (Austin, TX)

Western Kentucky Regional Blood Center (Owensboro, KY)
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