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LifeStream Forms New Medical Leadership Team
Respected Southern California Transfusion Medicine Experts Join Forces   
(SAN BERNARDINO, CALIF) – LifeStream Blood Bank has expanded its medical leadership ranks, with Joe Chaffin, MD returning to the organization as Chief Medical Officer and Minh-Ha Tran, DO joining as Assistant Medical Director. Together, they bring decades of experience in transfusion medicine, blood center operations, clinical consultation, education, therapeutic apheresis, and cellular therapy.
Dr. Chaffin previously served as LifeStream’s Chief Medical Officer from 2014–2021. Board-certified in Anatomic and Clinical Pathology and Blood Banking/Transfusion Medicine, he has held leadership and clinical roles in both hospitals and blood centers and recently concluded his role as a Transfusion Medicine educator at Loma Linda University. 
He is also the founder of the Blood Bank Guy website (BBGuy.org), which he created in 1998 to teach the essentials of transfusion medicine. Through the site, the Blood Bank Guy Essentials Podcast, and decades of live teaching, Dr. Chaffin has helped make complex transfusion medicine topics accessible and practical for pathologists, patient-facing physicians, laboratorians, and nurses worldwide.
Dr. Tran is Professor of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine at the University of California, Irvine (UCI). After completing internal medicine training, he completed a Blood Banking/Transfusion Medicine fellowship at the National Institutes of Health. At UCI, his work includes medical direction of transfusion services, development of the UCI blood donor center, therapeutic apheresis, complex immunohematology consultation, and cellular therapy collections. He is also a co-author of AABB’s Concise Guide to Transfusion Medicine.
The new medical team will focus on strengthening LifeStream’s clinical partnership with the hospitals it serves. Dr. Chaffin will be readily available to hospital physicians, transfusion services, laboratory leaders, and transfusion committees for consultation and to help partners interpret and apply the latest evidence and recommendations in transfusion medicine. Dr. Tran, while retaining his primary responsibilities at UCI, will provide additional medical expertise and assist with on-call issues.
-more-
“We want our hospital partners to see LifeStream’s medical team as an accessible clinical resource,” Dr. Chaffin said. “Minh-Ha and I are excited to bring our experience and enthusiasm to the hospitals we serve—whether that means helping with a difficult transfusion question, discussing new evidence, or simply providing another perspective.”

LifeStream President/CEO Scott Miller made the announcement from the nonprofit’s San Bernardino headquarters, welcoming his former colleague and sharing his excitement about the depth of experience he and Dr. Tran bring to their hospital partners.

“We have been fortunate over the years to have some of the best minds in transfusion medicine to oversee this critically important aspect of blood banking,” said Mr. Miller. “Dr. Chaffin and Dr. Tran will carry on that proud tradition.”

About LifeStream
[bookmark: _Int_OoqSDdZ6][bookmark: _Int_VgyGa7sE]LifeStream serves over 80 hospitals across Southern California. The nonprofit operates 10 donor centers, which include locations in San Bernardino, Riverside, Ontario, Placentia, Victorville, Murrieta, Moreno Valley, La Quinta, Rancho Mirage, and Hemet. In addition, its signature red and white buses travel thousands of miles each year to support mobile blood drives in schools, churches, and local businesses. 

To learn more or schedule a donation, simply call 800-879-4484 or visit LStream.org. 
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